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Alternative 1 

An Act 

§1 It is declared that it is a national policy to preserve 
for nubile uau the documerita and physical objects that were considered 
as exhibits to the Report submitted to the President by the President's 
Commission on the Assassination of President Kennedy, as objects of 
national significance, for the benefit of the people of the United 
State s . 

§2 The Attorney General, for the purpose of effectuating 
the policy expressed in Section 1 of this Act, shall have the 
following powers and perform the following duties and functions: 

(a) Acquire' in the name of the United States 
by gift, purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, any 
documents or physical objects, or any interest therein, 
which was considered as an erchibit to the Report of 
the President's Cormnission on the Assassination of 
President Kennedy. 

(b) Transfer custody of all such property to the 
ArchJ.vist of the United States. ' 

§3 Proceedings instituted by the Attorney General to acquire 
any property by condemnation as authorized by this Act shall be con- 
ducted i.n the District Court for the District of Columbia and shall 
ba governed by the procedures prescribed by Rule 7 IA of' the Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedure; nrovlded, however, that the determination of 






the issue of just condensation shall be by a commission of three 



persons, appointed by the President, whose action and report shall 
be determined by a majority, and shall be final. 

§^4 Appropriation (Compare l6 U.S.C. § 466 ) 

Alternative 2 

§1 It is declared that it is a national policy to preserve 
for public use those documents and physical objects considered as 
exhibits to the Report submitted to the President by the President's 
Co m mission on the Assassination of President Kennedy, the examination 
of which may be necessary adeq^uately to appraise the conclusions 
reported by the President's Commission, or which may be of historical 
value to the people of the United States. 

§2 The members of the President's Commission shall have the 
power to determine those documents and physical objects the preservation 
of which is necessary to effectuate the policy of Section 1 of this Act. 



A list of all such property determined by the President's Commission 



to be necessary to effectuate policy shall be published 

** 



in the Federal Register. 

§3 The Attorney General, for the purpose of effectuating the 
policy expressed in Section 1 of this Act^ shall have the following 



powersT 
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is declared that it is a national policy to preserve 
for puclic use those. documents and physical objects considered as 
exhibits to the Report submitted to the President by the President's 
Commission on tne Assassination of President Kennedy, the examination 
of which may be necessary adequately to appraise the conclusions 
reported oy the President's Commission, or which may be of historical 
value to the people of the United States. 

§2 The Attorney General m, for the purpose of effectuating 
the policy expressed in Section 1 of this Act, shall have the 
following powers: 

(a) To designate those documents and physical objects, 
the preservation of which is necessary to effectuate 
the policy expressed in Section 1 of this Act. 

(b) To acquire in the name of the United States 
by gift, purchase, condemnation, or otherwise, all 
documents or, physical object^, or interest therein. 




(c) ,2^ransfer custody of all such property to ifcW?' 

Archivist of the United States. 

§3 Proceedings instituted by the Attorney GeneralTo' ac’^'re 
any property by condemnation as authorized by this Act shall be con- 
ducted in the District Court for the District of Columb3:^'and -^hpn 
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be governed, by the procedures prescribed by Rule JIA. of the Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedure; provided, however, that the determination 
of the issue of just condensation shall be by a commission of three 
persons, appointed by the President, whose action and report shall 
be determined by a majority, and shall be final. 

§4 Appropriation (Condare l6 U.S.C. §466). 




(a) Acquire in the name of the United States 
by gi-ft;, purchase, condemnation, or othervrise, all 
documents or physical objects, or interest therein, ■ 
designated by the ’President's Commission under the 
authority of Section 2 of this Act. 

(b) Transfer custody of all such property to the 
Archivist. of the United States. 

§4 See §3 of first alternative . 

§5 See §4 of first alternative. 

Additional considerations ; 

1. Are there any materials other than exhibits which we 
wish to condemn? 

2. Should the Attorney General be given authority to prescribe 
regulations regarding the manner of preserving the property covered by 
this Act? Should the Act specifically provide that the normal regulations 
of the Archives shall apply? 

3- Should the commission to determine just condensation be 
selected by the Court rather than by the President? Should the members 
be nominated by the President and appointed by the Court? Should judicial 
review of the commissions determination be provided for? Would a statute 
allowing _the executive to select a commission which is to render an 
unreviev/able determination of value give rise to problems of due nrocess? 

4. Should, t'ne statute provide for the ren^imeration of the members 
of the commission to a ± E.xm determine just corroensation? 
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5. A 3 ko Section h ql the first alternative, should we provide • 

that Congress is authorized to appropriate funds, or should we designate 

a special existing fund from which payments shall be made? If the 

former, should we include in §2 the proviso found in l 6 U.S.C. §162(d) 

to the effect that no obligations shall be assumed prior to congressional 
authorization? Should we include such a proviso for any amount over a 
specified dollar amount (e.g. $ 250 ) for any one item? 
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